New Jersey Community Health Worker Institute
Advisory Council Meeting Minutes

September 23, 2005


Participants: Carl Rush, Crystal Brown, Carol Wolf, Linda Boclair, Shelley Cohen, Robin Eubanks, Linda Gural, Julia Harris, Joye Rozier, Suzanne D’Anna, Charles Reid, Roslyn Council, Doris Vidal, Marta Silverberg, Walter Kalman, Anita Jeter, Zitina Watson, Mariluz Hernandez, Millicent Hinson
Carl Rush called meeting to order, at 10:00 a.m.

	Topic
	Discussion/Outcome
	Action/Recommendation

	I. Welcome/ Introductions
	C. Rush welcomed and thanked the committee for their participation. 

 The welcome was followed by introductions.
	

	II. Planning for Statewide CHW Conference – Summary


	C. Rush updated the committee on the following regarding the CHW conference:

· Registration forms were distributed.

· Currently enlisting speakers - Featured speaker, Rep. Bob Menendez.

· APHA conference location moved to Philadelphia, should increase attendance at our conference.

· Sponsorship: to date – Horizon NJ Health, Aetna, NJPCA – more coming!

· Transportation: Buses leaving from New Hope Baptist, Newark and St. Phillips, Trenton.

· Hotel:  Tropicana - subsidized rates for CHWs. Special group rate for non-CHW.

· Topic Tables – Round table discussion during breakfast - Need volunteers to host tables. 


	 

	III. Review of objectives under HRSA funding:FY2005 and FY2006, and Aetna grant and other funding sources.


	C. Rush provided the committee with the FY2005 and FY2006 objectives:

· Creation of a Professional Association and statewide conference.

· Getting content into medical schools on how to work with CHWs - medical, other health profession students and graduates to work along side of CHWs.  

· Recruiting CHWs to become instructors for cultural diversity.  Student project opportunities – working as a team with CHWs.  

· Research projects – organize symposium on CHW research for key stakeholders.

· Career advancement – Develop career ladder and workforce development recommendations.


	 .

	IV. Brief report on National CHW Conference, Phoenix, AZ Aug. 24-25
	C. Rush gave brief overview of the conference.  Carl stated that the CHWs selected to attend the Arizona conference will share their experience at the Atlantic City Conference.

CHW, A. Jeter, shared her conference experience with the group.


	

	V.    Action steps for creation of Professional Association/Network-regional meetings.


	The Committee discussed the following actions for the creation of a Professional Association/Network for the purpose of supporting CHWs:

· Sub-state (clusters) meetings with leaders from each region. 

· CHWI will coordinate and attend meetings to assure everyone is on the same accord.

· Introduce CHW leaders at conference as representatives for the creation of the Association.  

· Committee to contact CHWI with names of potential leaders and help identify meeting locations.

· Need to schedule meetings prior to December Conference.  

 
	 C. Brown will schedule cluster meetings.

	VI.  Strategies for an Employer Awareness campaign. 
	Committee discussed the following strategies for an Employer Awareness Campaign:

Institutional marketing – Health Systems/Hospitals to promote the value of their CHWs. – need to reach out to NJHA.

Campaigning  – schedule roundtable discussion, town meetings, etc.  

R. Council suggested, legislative days (held every Thursday) – an opportunity for CHWs to voice their opinion with legislatures to gain support.  

Creation of 3 sub-committees: 

Promotion – campaigning for the field: R. Council,  A. Jeter, Z. Watson
Standards and Credentialing - R. Council, D. Vidal, W. Kalman, L. 
Gural, L. Boclair, S. Cohen, R. Eubanks, J. Harris 

Developing and Supporting the CHW Network/Professional Association -

R. Council, J. Rozier, A. Jeter, R. Eubanks, B. Braxton-Cannon, 


	C. Brown will f/u with absent council members to solicit interest  in sub-committees.

	VII.  Suggestions for New Advisory Council Members:should we have organized labor participation?
	The committee suggested the following:

CHW representative from each county.

Regarding labor participation:  Overall the committee can appreciate the importance of organized labor for advice but to include as Advisory Council members may be a little premature at this juncture - Need to more clearly define the CHW occupation.
	

	VIII.  Open Discussion
	Need photos of  NJ CHW for conference and brochure.

C. Rush presented  with the poster designed for the conference.  


	

	IX.   Next meeting & Action items
	Next meeting will be sometime in December.
	C. Brown will advise committee of date/location

	X.  Adjournment
	
	


2

