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CHW Certification Begins in Florida!
What You Need to Know to Be Certified in 2015
The Florida CHW Coalition (FCHWC) has worked with the Florida Certification Board (FCB) to establish certification for CHWs/Promotores de Salud. We are happy to announce that the process is in place for experienced CHWs to apply for CHW certification!
Why Get Certified? Certification assures the public that CHWs have demonstrated a minimally acceptable level of professional competency. It also gives professional recognition to qualified CHWs through a process that examines required work competencies, assures an opportunity for ongoing professional development, and promotes ethical and professional practice by enforcing adherence to a Code of Ethics.
During 2015, experienced CHWs can apply for “grandparenting in” by documenting their experience and training. (Grandparenting is a gender neutral term to replace “grandfathering”.) These grandparented CHWs will not have to take an exam, but starting January 1, 2016, all applicants for CHW Certification will be required to take an exam. 
To be grandparented in, CHWs will need to:

· use the FCB standard certification application found at http://flcertificationboard.org/certifications/certified-community-health-worker-cchw/  

· document at least 500 hours of paid or volunteer experience providing CHW services in the past 5 years,
· document at least 30 hours of training in the core competencies (see below) in the past 5 years,
· submit two letters of reference validating the CHW’s experience and training,
· submit an application fee of $50 to the FCB. CHW certification is issued for a two-year period. 
CHW Core Competencies for meeting training requirements: 

Performance Domains/Core Competencies: 4 hours in each of the 5 domains, 10 hours of electives
Job tasks associated with each domain are listed in the FCB application materials.
· Communication and Education (5 job tasks) 
· Resources (4 job tasks)

· Advocacy (5 job tasks)

· Foundations of Health (7 job tasks)

· Professional Responsibility (7 job tasks)
If you don’t have access to a computer, contact the FCHWC at 786-441-4815 (not a toll-free number). There is a $25 additional fee for a hard copy application.
Schedule:  
January 1, 2015 – December 31, 2015:  Grandparenting program will be open.
January 2015 - May 2015:  Develop written exam. Finalize certification application process. 
January 1, 2016: Open full credential.

For More Information:  
www.FloridaCHW.org 
For Spanish language assistance, call 305-243-8433.  Interesados que hablen español, pueden llamar al 305-243-8433. 

E-mail flchwcoalition@gmail.com or Marion Banzhaf, marion.banzhaf@flhealth.gov, 850-245-4444 x 2847
Like CHWs on Facebook  http://www.facebook.com/FloridaCHWCoalition

